
Figure 2. Metformin inhibits TNF-α production by pathological B cells in PCOS.  

A, TNF-α expression in stimulated B cells from women with PCOS with or without metformin. 
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B, Percentage of TNF-α+ cells in CD19+ B cells 
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C, TNF-α mRNA expression levels in B cells  
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D, Percentage of TNF-α+ cells in CD19+ B cells from women with PCOS, before (pre) and after 

(post) treatment with metformin 
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Fig supplement 1: Metformin does not affect B cell proliferation and apoptosis. 

B-D, The ratios of alive, early apoptotic and dead cells in B cells by flow cytometry 

alive cells early apoptotic cells dead cells 

B cells B cells+Met B cells B cells+Met B cells B cells+Met 

75.2 81.8 6.4 5.3 11.4 8.2 

71 66.3 10 11 13.1 15.3 

85.1 86.8 6.2 5.9 7.4 6.4 

77.6 79 10.9 9.9 10.1 10 

 


